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Searching For A Good – Cheap Bluetooth Keyboard 
I have been playing with my new Asus Transformer Infinity TF700 Android (Jelly Bean 4.1.1) Tablet for a few weeks now and love it. I have also been comparing it to my borrowed iPad 2, and functionally I see few major differences. But one difference does show up. The iPad 2 has a 3 row on-screen keyboard that you must toggle to get to the number keys.
The TF700 has a 4 row on-screen keyboard with the numbers always present in the main mode. For me, the 4 row keyboard is a big advantage. It makes entering data and 

phone numbers much easier. But when I write a longer email or memo, I still long for a real keyboard. Hence, I began a search for a reasonably priced, well rated, lightweight travel keyboard that I might use occasionally. 
My first look was the Kensington Bluetooth keyboard and travel folio case for my borrowed iPad 2. That worked well with the iPad 2, and I could also easily mate it to the Asus TF700. That taught me an important lesson; Despite being marketed as an

iPad keyboard, it also worked well with an Android device. I cruised a few websites and determined that this was a fairly general phenomenon. But these are in the $60-$80 range, and given the excellent on-screen keyboard I already had, that was more than I wanted to spend. Also, since the keyboard would only be used occasionally, I did not want the full time weight or bulk of a keyboard built into the carrying case. 
My next step was to ask around and do web searches. It appears that the Logitech 920-003390 Bluetooth keyboard is extremely well rated. I saw one at a club meeting, and it

looks well built. People seem to really like it, but for my purposes it is large, and also runs around $50.
I also looked at rollup keyboards, but their reviews are poor, and I did not like their typing feel. I looked at the Asus mating keyboard for my Transformer tablet, but it is expensive and heavy. I could have used a wired USB keyboard (an old USB PC keyboard worked well in a test), but I ruled that out. There are also 2.4 GHz keyboards that use a separate radio dongle, but my tablet has Bluetooth built in, and I did not

want to tie up its USB port with another dongle.
Then, as I usually do when I’m stumped, I devoted the better part of a Sunday

afternoon to surfing the web looking for alternatives. After a while I began to notice a keyboard that went by several names at several prices, but appeared to be the same device. I even found a YouTube video showing someone installing and using it.

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLYgofpGKHA)

The reviews I read about it were favorable by a large percentage. Best of all, it was under $20 and available from Amazon.

(I usually find that when something is on Amazon and has accumulated a few dozen favorable reviews over a period of months, that there is a good chance that it is not a shoddy product.) Anyway, at under $20 delivered, it was worth taking a chance.
The first picture shows the keyboard. As I mentioned, it is sold under various names including Sanoxy and Anker. Mine was advertised as a Sanoxy Bluetooth Keyboard for iPad on Amazon - at a cost of $13.50. (I have seen it advertised for over $30 on some sites.) Of course, the box it came in had neither name, but it was the same device. The unit is all plastic, but looks and feels like a much higher priced Apple keyboard. It is advertised to have Apple function keys, but I did not test those, since my plan was to use it for my Android tablet.
The keyboard arrived in about 3 days, and worked with my Android tablet directly out of the box. It runs on 2 AAA cells, which I prefer, since I did not want to have to discipline myself to recharge yet another device. (We shall see how long the batteries last, but at least it is easy to carry or buy spares.) The battery box underneath at the rear provides a wedge to hold the keyboard at a good typing angle.  
The unit arrived with no instructions, but I just followed the general Bluetooth mating steps for the Kensington unit, and it worked fine. (Especially after I remembered to un-mate the Android Tablet from the Kensington keyboard first!)  The keys are well spaced and have a very nice feel to them, with a silent click and a satisfying displacement. They work about as well as my main home computer keyboard. I would say that typing a

several page memo on this would not be a chore at all. However, since the on-screen

tablet keyboard is quite good for a few sentences of email, this unit will stay in my suitcase most of the time, only coming out when there is a lot of typing to do. 
Some of the function keys (meant for Apple) also work on the Android tablet (e.g. home, media player controls, sleep). Others are still a mystery. As you can see from the  YouTube video mentioned above, this keyboard can also mate with a phone. 

The picture below (taken away from my cluttered desk) shows the setup I use for heavy typing and spreadsheet work when I travel. It shows the relative size of the keyboard and 10.1” tablet, as well as the tablet case set up in a vertical position.
Most of the time I use the tablet in a “Couch-Pad” mode in the TV room or an airport waiting room to do simple emails, web searches, and reading the newspaper. In

that case, the on-screen keyboard is fine. But at only $13.50, it is nice to have a second option as well.
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This now rounds out my high powered – low cost travel computing system including:
· Asus Infinity TF700 32 GB 10.1” Android (Jelly Bean 4.1.1) Tablet (Currently $428 on Amazon)

· Included Power Adapter for Above

· Poetic Slimbook Leather Case for Above ($12.95)

· Generic Stylus ($1.00)

· ASUS USB Adapter for Tablet ($13.95)

· Bluetooth Keyboard for Tablet (per this article) ($13.50)

· Misc. Cheap Generic Micro SD cards and USB sticks to plug into Tablet.

